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Dates for your Diary 
January  

29th P7 Ceilidh at Culloden Academy  

February 19th – 21st Mid term break and in service day 

March 30th 9.30 am End of term service Smithton Free Church – all welcome 

 

It was a good first week back at school for us all: back into the routine and back with each other as a 

learning community. On a personal note it was great to be back ‘home’ and good to see how people 

have grown and matured over the last two years in my absence. 

I aim to write on a weekly basis to keep you informed on the learning around the school. 

The blog will continue to keep you up to date with immediate issues and information but 

this summary will keep you up to date with the learning that is taking place around 

Smithton. 

I was in every class and was able to speak with the young people about their learning and to 

see what they were doing. You will know that numeracy and maths is high on our agenda 

this session and is an area in which we would like to see the nursery and school improve. 

Staff and young people were able to tell me games and strategies that were helping them 

understand better and raise their confidence. Mr Hardie remains the Principal Teacher who 

is leading this area of the curriculum and continues to work tirelessly along with the rest of 

the staff whose dedication remains as strong as ever. He is currently working on home packs 

so that families can learn together at home practising their skills through fun. We’ll have 

workshops to launch these packs so look out for information in the next couple of months. 

The young people were engrossed in their reading groups everywhere I looked! Sounding 

out words, making sense of what they were reading and using their understanding to 

predict what was going to happen next. We know how much you do to help your children at 

home with reading practice and this makes all the difference when they are in school. This is 

a partnership so please don’t hesitate to approach your teacher about anything we can do 

to help. This is a two way partnership, though! If you come across a good website, or 

something that helps your child learn, let us know so that we can try these strategies in 

class, too. 

Have a good week, 

 

15th January 2018 
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