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Dates for your Diary 
May 7th – holiday 

8th Parent Council meeting 6pm 
week 28th – June 1st   - sports and health week 

June 4th – INSET day 
8th– annual report P1-7 
11th – 13th P4-7 summer show 
22nd  - School Fete 13.30 – 15.00 
29th – Final whole school assembly 09.30 

 

We’re trying to remain patient as all the building works gets started in earnest….please be patient 

alongside us. As of next week staff will have to park in the temporary car park across the road from 

the school so there will be no spaces for parents or visitors. Smithton Free Church has said that we 

can use their car park – we’re so very grateful for this – but it will mean a ‘park and stride’ for you. 

This is not ideal, I know, as many of you drop your youngsters off on your way to work. I promise 

that I have been trying a variety of suggestions with no solutions as yet. It is about a ten minute walk 

from the church  to the pedestrian crossing. I’m still waiting for a reply about disabled access… 

On a positive note, you can see the progress being made as some of Miss Nicol’s class is 

documenting the works by taking photos on a weekly basis. Look out for the blog posts every Friday. 

 

90 youngsters from P3,4,and some 5 have had their first session of reading outdoors with the 

National Literacy Trust. Thanks to the school staff that made it such a fantastic and enjoyable session 

on Thursday! It has been great to take advantage of this again as last year’s group have had more 

children engage with reading for pleasure and started a book club twice a week because of it! Each 

child ends up with three books for free. A number of children in P5 really took it all on board and are 

now really engrossed in books. This broadens vocabulary, extends general knowledge and 

encourages confidence to tackle new aspects of learning – all raising attainment. 

 

Learning from our peers is often the best way to learn. We have a number of older children reading 

and working with younger children across the week. Did you know that this is just as good an activity 

for the older children? It reinforces their understanding, helps then to articulate it better and gives 

confidence in their ability. For the younger children they are just delighted to be with the older ones! 

We had a good session with Culloden Academy’s young people in P3 last week as they shared their 

learning in French. Make sure you’ve seen the photos on the blog. 

 

I’d be grateful if you could let me know of any teaching videos that you would like to see on our 

website e.g. how we teach spelling, how we read together, how we teach division, etc. We aim to 

get some of these videos up by the end of the school year. 

Have a good week, 

 30th April 2018 
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