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Dates for your Diary 
May week 28th – June 1st   - sports and health week 

June 4th – INSET day 
8th– annual report P1-7 
8th, 11th, 12th P4-7 summer show – please note change of dates 
22nd  - School Fete 13.30 – 15.00 
29th – Final whole school assembly 09.30 

 

Positive, caring, friendly, honest and respectful: These are our values at school and in our 

community. In summary, we are determined that relationship building, improving and maintaining is 

paramount. Our young people learn to read, write and count at school, yes, but another major part 

is  to socialise and how to work together to help them for life and work beyond school. We will 

continue to keep this as our focus because we know it enables greater and sustained learning to take 

place. Let me share a few examples of this with you today: 

Our third literacy event took place on Friday at the retail park. The staff in each of the venues was 

astounded at the youngsters from Smithton: their attitude, diligence, interest and engaging 

conversations. The retail staff worked with other schools so to be picked out for all the right reasons 

is testament to the hard work that staff, pupils and parents put into our relationships. 

An ex pupil came back to see us the other day and was reflecting on her days at Smithton and stated 

that she couldn’t have asked for a better start especially when she was listening to her peers’ 

experiences in their primary schools. 

As part of our school improvement plan it is important that we take opinions and ideas from 

parents, staff and pupils. That’s why we ask you to complete questionnaires, to respond to class 

teachers, to put notes in the Sharing Folders, etc. Pupils are asked in class discussion time and this 

gets fed into the Student Council. Staff have planned, regular meetings and information sessions. 

However, we also survey our partners who work with us: speech and language, educational 

psychologist, school nurse, health visitor, primary mental health worker, etc and I was delighted to 

see the comments back from them where positive relationships and respect came out as high for 

Smithton Primary. 

These are just three examples of why we work hard to share and explain our values at the school. 

We don’t always get everything right and we know we have a lot to improve but thank you for your 

partnership to ensure that Smithton pupils are remembered in and around the community for 

positive reasons. 

There will be lots of blog posts this week – and a few today for all the successes out of school! Mr 

Grandison, who started with us in January, has been working with some P7s this year and a summary 

of the timetable is on the blog. Get your running shoes looked out…. 

 

 

Have a good week, 

 14th May 2018 
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