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Note from Aileen Mackay, Head Teacher 

The main focus of my observations in the early years rooms and outside will be on the language of 

literacy this term. Miss Kirsten Mackay, one of our new Principal Teachers will be working alongside 

staff as well as me. The children are settled, using their language well and developing their speech at 

their level. Staff are good at extending the children’s vocabulary and encouraging them to be more 

confident to talk with each other as well as with adults. It’s always a pleasure to work with the 

children in the nursery. When the ‘Stay, play and learn’ sessions come about next term you will be 

able to see for yourself! 

Note from Lisa Stuart, Childcare Manager 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS can be claimed for preschool aged children attending early learning and childcare 

settings over the lunch period if you are receiving any one of the following: 

 Income Support  

 Income-based Job Seekers Allowance  

 Any income related element of Employment and Support Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit, but NOT in receipt of Working Tax Credit, and an income below £16,105 (as 
assessed by the Inland Revenue)  

 Child Tax Credit and Working Tax Credit, and an income below £6,420 (as assessed by the Inland 
Revenue) 

 If you are an asylum seeker receiving support under part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 
1999. 

 Universal Credit 
Forms to apply for free school meals can be collected from the school office.  
 

 Note from, Myriam Blanchard, Early Years Practitioner 
The learning in the nursery is following the children’s natural needs to explore the nursery indoors & outdoors 

and our first visit to the gym hall.  

The children have been introduced to a few of the nursery rules such as: walking feet (indoors), kind hands, 

good listening, indoor voices and taking turns. To help them to learn about those important social skills, the 

children have taken part in games; made pictures to tell us what they think the rules mean for them; learnt 

new songs to practise those rules and encourage positive communication and  cooperation whilst playing.  

A large majority of the children have been very engaged during large group time when they sing some of their 

favourite nursery rhymes and learn a few new songs to get to know the children and the adults’ names.  

In the butterfly room during the afternoon, all children were very excited to save Peppa pig’s house from a fire 

that broke out. Some of them dressed up as fire officers and they took turn with hoses to put the (pretend) fire 

out. What great fun and excitement! The children are learning about a fire safety song and we are all looking 

forward to the MUGA opening to put it into practice during a fire drill. 

Have a good week from all at Smithton Nursery. 10
th

 September 2018 

 

Dates for your Diary 
September Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th in-service days, closed to children 

 

October Friday 12th last day of term 
Monday 29th first day of term 
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