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Note from Aileen Mackay, Head Teacher 

I am delighted with the progress of our youngest people in Smithton! It is an absolute pleasure and 

privilege to go across to the nursery and see them all in action. I am particularly keen to hear how 

the adults and children interact – and it’s been great to hear how the staff are engaging with the 

youngsters and developing their language skills. It is always good to see children’s ‘thinking faces’ 

and those great moments when they have solved problems! 

Note from Lisa Stuart, Childcare Manager 

Payments  
There are various options available for payment of childcare fees. You will receive an email 
statement for chargeable hours and lunches monthly. Your preferred payment method must be 
confirmed with your childcare provider before chargeable services are used.  
Direct Debit: We recommend you work out how much your fees will be for the session and divide 
that amount by 12 to determine an appropriate monthly direct debit amount (August to July). A 
direct debit form is required for irregular childcare bookings too.  
A direct debit form is available from the school office or childcare centre. On completion direct debit 
forms should be handed into the school office or childcare centre for processing before a booking 
can be confirmed.  
Childcare Vouchers: If you are in receipt of childcare vouchers from your employer then these can 
be used in full or part payment of the monthly invoice. Please liaise directly with your voucher 
provider to determine limits and refund procedures in the event of overpayment. Please provide the 
school office or childcare centre with relevant details of your scheme in advance of the childcare 
booking to ensure that they are set up to accept them.  
Tax-Free Childcare: Parents will be able to apply for Tax-Free Childcare through the government’s 

new digital childcare service. All eligible parents will be able to receive government top-ups of £2 for 

every £8 that a parent pays into their Tax-Free Childcare 

 Note from, Lynne Macleod, Early Years Practitioner 
 
This week has been lots of fun, the Rainbow Room have been continuing to learn our golden rules. 

They are our listening ears , using our kind hands, walking feet inside but running feet outside and in 

the gym hall, using our five minute timer for sharing and taking turns, and don’t forget to use our 

indoor voices. We have had our weekly visit to the gym hall, where we played “cat and mouse” and 

our running game “find a coloured marker”. We have also been to the Muga to practise our ball 

skills. The children have been digging, filling and pouring  in the sand box. Please remember to send 

your child to nursery with a jacket and appropriate footwear as the weather is beginning to change. 

Have a good week from the Early Years Team 17th September 2018 

Dates for your Diary 
September Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th in-service days, closed to children 

 

October Friday 12th last day of term 
Monday 29th first day of term 
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