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Note from Aileen Mackay, Head Teacher 

As we get into the routine of learning at Smithton the children are beginning to make the most of 

the resources in the nursery and interacting well with the adults. Have you had a look at the website 

Bumps to Bairns? It’s great for ideas to help your child develop skills such as cutting out, skipping 

and lots more. There is a link to the speech and language section which helps you develop talking 

and listening with your child and it’s exactly the same way we encourage thinking, talking and 

developing in the early years from nursery to P1 and beyond. 

Although the nursery is a separate building it is not a separate learning space with no links to the 

school! Because of the child care element to our service now, Lisa Stuart deals with the practical 

running of the nursery but the learning and teaching is developed from nursery to P7 as one 

curriculum. You will find the nursery involved in most aspects of school life and we expect all to feel 

part of the school. Early learning and childcare (ELCC) is the building blocks; Smithton Nursery is 

where it happens! 

I was playing (I mean working hard) with some children the other day and we were talking about 

super heroes. When I asked what their super hero power would be if they could choose there was a 

lot of thinking being done however one boy said straight away, ‘Mine would be to help people’. How 

amazing is that? That’s the kind of people we want at Smithton! 

Note from Lisa Stuart, Childcare Manager 

I am now based in the porta cabin beside the nursery building. Please come to the front door and 

ask for me at any time.  If you require additional hours please complete a booking form, any of the 

nursery staff will be able to give one of these. If possible please only complete one booking form 

each month.  You will not receive confirmation of your booking but you will be contacted if it is not 

possible to meet your childcare requirements. Additional Nursery (non-funded) hours 

£4.40/hour and Lunch £2.30 per day. You can pay by direct debit, childcare vouchers or tax free 

childcare.  

 Note from, Pauline Cassie, Early Years Practitioner 
  

Please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff if you have any questions.     3rd September 2018 

Dates for your Diary 
September Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th in-service days, closed to children 

 

October Friday 12th last day of term 
Monday 29th first day of term 
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