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Note from Aileen Mackay, Head Teacher 

One of the ways that we encourage learning in our setting is to have a good understanding of how to 

phrase questions, how to ‘pause and wait’ for answers from the youngsters and ensuring we have 

clear learning opportunities in all the activities. Staff have been working together on ‘the language of 

learning’ so that they can refresh to get the best out of your children. Staff are always learning! 

Note from Lisa Stuart, Childcare Manager 

Thank you to all who attended parents meetings on Thursday; it’s lovely to get a chance to discuss 

with you how your child is getting on. If you were not able to make it or have anything else you wish 

to discuss please see you key worker you will be able to arrange a time for a chat, alternatively if you 

wish to speak to myself regarding anything please don’t hesitate to contact me, our priority is 

working in partnership with families.  

This week you will receive a book on Road Safety; this is a subject that schools and nurseries cover as 

part of Curriculum for Excellence. However, it's the positive experiences at home and, out and 

about; with family members that brings that learning to life. The books, games and activities in Go 

Safe! Ziggy’s Road Safety Mission contains everything you need to give your kids the best possible 

start on their road safety journey. So start using Ziggy today. Be with your little ones as they 

learn...and have fun along the way.                          http://www.gosafewithziggy.com/ 

We look forward to our walk in the Woods on Friday 12th October. Please remember to hand in the 

slip to a member of staff if you can assist on the walk. 

 
 Note from, Karen Hall, Early Years Practitioner 
 
We have had a busy week at Smithton ELC, the children from the Rainbow Room have been 

exploring numbers and extending what they already know about numbers both inside the room and 

out in the garden. The Butterfly Room’s morning children have also been learning about numbers 

through their current interest of Transport. The afternoon class from the Butterfly Room have are 

showing a big interest of animals at present. They have turned the home corner into a Barn, voted to 

learn more about dogs and cows and through this have been practising creative skills, building lego 

houses for the animals, painting masks and exploring sensory materials in play such as shaving foam, 

cereal, mud, pasta and water. 

The children really enjoyed the visit from Stella the dog who is a Therapet and Maureen, her 

handler. 

Thank you to all who attended parents meetings on Thursday. 

Have a good week from the Early Years Team 8th October 2018 

Dates for your Diary 
October Friday 12th October- walk in the woods 9.30/and or 1.00 

Friday 12th last day of term 
Monday 29th first day of term 
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