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Note from Aileen Mackay, Head Teacher 

Every week I meet with early years practitioners to discuss an aspect of learning and to ensure 

quality of learning is taking place with and for your child. We have been looking at how to get the 

most out of language with the youngsters and how to engage them in small group sessions as well as 

helping them to focus on what they are learning at the various activity tables. It’s never too early to 

start with learning conversations! 

Note from Lisa Stuart, Childcare Manager 

We are in the process of adapting our snack routine; the children are now having snack in their 

“home room” rather than in the Rainbow room.  Snack time provides an excellent opportunity for 

children to: practise personal hygiene by washing their hands before eating/drinking; learn about 

healthy snacks and drinks; and learn to try new foods and chat to staff about their likes and dislikes. 

We support the children to develop social skills when they sit down together to eat and drink as 

provides an excellent opportunity for them to learn good social skills and behaviours associated with 

eating and drinking. For example: chatting to other children and adults, developing good table 

manners, offering and sharing food, learning to respect others, tasting and trying foods from 

different cultures.  

 Note from, Myriam Blanchard, Early Years Practitioner 
 
 The children have been very excited to tell us about their favourite time during the holidays… and 

what new toys they liked playing with. They all engaged in a lot of discussions, from which some of 

the new starts felt welcome to participate in. 

Following from those discussions, the children engaged in talking about friends and friendships 

recalling some of the nursery rules that help in making or sustaining friendships. Most children could 

remember the kind hands and sharing rules: “Kyan’s my friend and we share toys!” during play. The 

children can also remember to use the timer and ask help from an adult to help them out when they 

find it hard to find a solution to their problem. 

They made friendship bracelets, pictures for their friends and depicting them, they could talk about 

some useful tip to be friends after watching a video: be kind, be respectful, and talk to your friends. 

Have a good week from all in the early years team.  

14th January 2019 

Dates for your Diary 
January 28th Jan- Enrolment week for primary 1   

February 11th- 15th Feb Stay and play- all parents/carers welcome 
18th 19th and 20th- ELC closes mid term break 
25th Feb Enrolment week for Nursery 

March 7th March ELC parents evening 3.30pm-5.30pm 

April 5th April – ELC closes for the term 
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