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Dates for your Diary 
Jan 17th -Library-led Read to Succeed sessions for parents of pupils in P6 onwards. We will start 

with two sessions, one from 10:30 – 12:00 in the morning and another from 7:00 – 8:30 in 
the evening. Culloden Academy is the venue. 
P7 transition events 
25th - Rock Challenge visit to Eden Court 

Feb 1st Winter Warmer Parent Session 2pm – 3pm 
5th – Internet safety Day; parent sessions 9.15 and 2.15 in new part of school 
12th  Parent Council disco  
13th – open afternoon for parents and friends to come and see science learning 

Mar 5th, 6th  Parent Contact 
7th World Book Day 
8th  2 – 4pm Health & wellbeing workshops for parents organised by Rock Challenge 

Apr 2nd – Rock Challenge performance at Eden Court 
5th 9.30am Easter service at Smithton Free Church and school closes for term 

 

As it’s Internet Safety Day tomorrow I thought I would explain how we use devices at school to show 

how the internet is not all bad! 

We try and ensure that using the tablets and boards reinforce the teaching point rather than your 

child just being handed a tablet to then go and play a game. Staff have spent a great deal of time 

getting just the right apps, trialling games and programmes with their classes and sharing good ideas 

across all staff during meetings. 

While there is a strong firewall to help protect youngsters on the Highland Council network it is 

important that at home and school we teach the children how to keep themselves safe or what to 

do if they find themselves stumbling onto something they shouldn’t. A bit like teaching children how 

to cross the road to keep safe and not just to avoid crossing roads! 

Each class from nursery to P7 will be looking at how to keep themselves safe online tomorrow. If you 

feel unsure yourself or want to find out more, come and join in with the parent sessions at 9.15 or 

repeated at 2.15 for half an hour. The information will go onto the website after but it’s always 

good, if you can, to come and chat. 

Being in and out of classes is part of my daily routine and it’s great to see the new tablets being used 

so well across the school. Children who struggle to write are able to talk into the tablet and it 

converts their ideas into writing. Those who need to have their learning extended to find out more 

complex things can explore on their own. Groups can use games to reinforce the spelling pattern, 

the maths tables, finding better ways to enhance writing, making links with other classes, etc. 

Creativity is the key! Great to watch the nursery children taking photos using the tablets, too… 

You may have heard about the ‘chromebooks’ being issued to all P6 and P7 young people across 

Highland. Ours will be with us before the summer but we will keep you up to date with how they will 

be distributed. 

Have a good week, 

 4th February 2019 
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