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Dates for your Diary 
November  30th  - Celebration event for new school opening 2pm – 4pm  

December 12th school being used for polling station – ELCC and school closed to pupils 
20th – school and nursery close at the usual times  

  

 

Please note that there will be only a few key dates for the diary now on this summary as we have a 

separate calendar on the school website that is updated regularly.  

 

It was lovely to see so many people at our ‘Visit the Class’ session on Wednesday last week. If you 

were unable to attend speak with your child’s teacher about coming another time? 

Hopefully you saw a range of teaching methodology when you were in. You will see how we are using 

technology with the tablets and Chromebook as well as uploading photos and using apps such as 

Chatterpix to develop core learning skills such as literacy. Did you get a ‘shot’ of using the Clevertouch 

screens?! Aren’t they amazing? No more dusty chalk and boards! 

You will also have seen a variety of ways that we reinforce learning: small group follow up to check for 

understanding, using collaboration where individuals have to come together to share what they have 

learned to have a combined piece of work, assessing each other’s work based on criteria for success, 

etc. Staff make sure that Curriculum for Excellence is assessed using activities that demand talking 

about their learning, writing it for themselves, making models to explain their learning or doing an 

outdoor activity, making a video, etc. to show what their learning now means to them. 

We try and make sure that each child has learned something new by stretching their minds. This can 

be tricky for the teacher as there are 25 children or more in a class and each has his/her own mind 

and level of understanding! We vary the learning in the class so that all may be tackling the same 

theme but at different levels. This is called differentiation and it is something we are working on 

constantly. Scotland has passed legislation to make sure that inclusion is the default for any child: the 

local mainstream school should be the first choice and only with due consideration should a child go 

to a specialist school. This means that we have a rich community of young people all being educated 

together. While it brings challenges it also brings out the best in people and we’re delighted that all 

learn from each other at Smithton. The child with autism can teach others about how to focus. The 

child with dyslexia can teach others about creativity and thinking out of the box. The way we plan for 

and organise our teaching is called ‘inclusive practice’ and we are forever adjusting, tweaking and 

being determined to meet the needs of your youngsters. Thank you for your continued support as we 

are challenged in these difficult financial times. 

 

 

Have a good week, 

 11th November  2019 
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